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Philosophy of Education Benchmark 

 Whether he/she realizes it or not, every teacher has a philosophy of education that affects 

his/her teaching methods and student learning.  Philosophy affects everything from how the 

classroom is arranged, to what content is taught, to how content is taught.  Teachers may rely on 

lecture as their primary teaching style while others teach through group work which is 

determined by their personal philosophies.  The philosophy of a teacher is shaped by his/her 

personal beliefs and experiences and may change over time.  The philosophy that best 

encompasses my beliefs about teaching is progressivism. 

 Progressivism views education as ever-changing because it works to solve current 

problems in society.  Progressivism sees the “function of the school [is] not merely to provide a 

means for pupils to fit into society, but as a means for them to change it for the better” 

(Archambault, 1964).  The children of today will be the leaders of tomorrow.  They have the 

power to shape our society and culture, either for the better or worse.  As teachers, we have the 

responsibility to inspire our students to strive for creating a better world.  The set-up of a 

progressive classroom is very democratic and students are given choice regarding their 

education.  Student interest is viewed as equally important, if not more important, than subject 

matter and the teacher is not a content expert but rather a facilitator to guide students through 



their educational journey.  But in order to fully understand this philosophy, one must first 

understand the origins behind progressivism.  

 Progressivism has its roots in the philosophy of romanticism.  Rousseau inspired 

romanticism with his ideas that humans are innately good.  Similar to romanticism, 

progressivism argues that humans are naturally inquisitive beings.  When confronted with a 

challenge or obstacle, humans will try to overcome the impediment because it is in their nature, 

thus creating a problem-solving approach to education (Ryan & Cooper, 2010).  E. D. Hirsch 

expanded on this idea of a nature for learning contending that education should adapt to fit the 

“natural developmental capacities” of students (Labaree, 2005).  Although these contributions 

were important in the emergence of a new philosophy of education, John Dewey is considered 

the father of progressive education of the 1920s.  Dewey saw the educational system as teaching 

students what to think as opposed to teaching students how to think (Ryan & Cooper).  In his 

treatise Democracy and Education published in 1916, Dewey expressed his beliefs of how 

education should prepare students as good citizens and promote participation in society over 

preparation for future careers.  Thus, education in Dewey’s eyes was, “a process of enhancing 

living, rather than preparation for life” (Hansen, 2006).  William Kilpatrick added to 

progressivism with his project method of teaching.  Kilpatrick believes that students will only 

learn what interests them, so teachers should reject formal curriculum and teach topics centered 

around students’ interests (Ryan & Cooper).  Progressivism has evolved over the years but still 

stands true to these founding principles.  



 The teacher’s role in the classroom is not to stand in the front of a classroom and give 

students facts.  Rather, the role is more of a facilitator.  Teachers can show their students 

problems and let students discover the answers for themselves.  The goal of the teacher, other 

than having their students learn the material, is for students to learn how to find information and 

answers so that they can learn about anything they want in regards to the subject area of the 

class.   

During my junior year as Assumption High School, I had Mrs. Lincoln for a social 

justice class.  She is a progressive teacher who truly believes that students hold the power to 

change society.  When our class was discussing poverty in Louisville, we did not simply talk 

about it from our white, middle class understandings.  Mrs. Lincoln broke through our paradigms 

and took our class to a grocery store in the poorest neighborhood in Louisville.  We were told 

that we were a single parent with three children, one of them being just a few months old.  We 

were given a budget and told to find meals we could cook for our family.  I remember seeing 

other people in the store with their meager shopping carts.  I remember how cold it was in the 

store because the owner did not want the homeless to use this place as a space to escape the 

elements.  After spending half an hour walking around the store, picking out food items and baby 

supplies while calculating the costs to make sure we stayed under our budget, we headed back to 

school.  On the ride home, Mrs. Lincoln asked us about our meal choices.  “What about 

vegetables?” “Is that a nutritious meal?” she asked.  We discovered how difficult it is to raise a 

family in poverty.  Sure, we had read about it before but this experience truly showed us what it 

meant for these families.  She then asked us how we could change the way these families lived.    



In my field placement at Atherton High School, I was able to observe the facilitator role 

of a teacher.  While studying a unit on segregation, the teacher could have done powerpoint on 

the Little Rock Nine students who attended Central High School in Little Rock, Arkansas in 

1954.  Instead, she decided to have the students participate in a reenactment of the school 

board’s decision to integrate schools.  She divided the students into four groups: families for 

integration, families against integration, white business owners, and the governor’s office.  The 

assistant principal of Atherton and two other teachers sat in during the class to be the school 

board.  The students had to present their case to the school board defending their position on 

integration.  The students had to delve into the characters they were portraying and understand 

the reasons for their positions on integration.  Through this reenactment, students were able to 

debate one another and understand the material at a deeper level than if they had just read about 

segregating Central High School.  This activity made the students active in their learning, a 

major theme of progressive education.   

This same teacher also utilizes discussion over lecture as her primary teaching method.  

Every Friday, she gives her students a sheet of key questions to answer over the weekend.  On 

Monday, she goes through the questions by letting her students discuss the answers.  She guides 

the conversation so that students do not get too off topic, but the students learn the material by 

discovering the answers for themselves about issues like why terrorism exists or why democracy 

will not work for every society.  By utilizing this teaching method, she is letting her students 

discuss issues and discover learning for themselves.  She is facilitating their learning rather than 

simply giving her students notes, a fundamental role of the teacher in progressivism.    



While observing at my field placement at Moore High School, I saw when the absence of 

progressivism goes wrong.  This teacher just taught basic facts about World War II.  Her 

students learned about Adolf Hitler, the Nazi Party’s agenda, and the events that eventually led 

to war, but her students never got past the superficial level of the material.  They did not ask why 

the concentration camps happened nor did they inquire as to how the world could let 

circumstances for Jews and other minorities become so horrific.  These students were operating 

at depth of knowledge levels one and two, basic recall or comprehension.  They were not asked 

to reach a depth of knowledge level three and strategically think about the topics or apply the 

material they learned.   

In progressivism, students are given the opportunity to choose what they learn about.  

This is not to say that students have free reign of the subject matter.  The teacher takes students’ 

interests into consideration while preparing lessons and shaping problems around those interests.  

Teachers know that students are unique individuals so why should the education not be equally 

diverse?  Teachers recognize that “students have had experiences that have helped make them 

beautifully different, more insightful, reflective, and whole” (Simpson, 2005 p 20).  Students will 

benefit from learning about other student’s experiences and interests.  It gives students a chance 

to broaden their horizons and learn about other cultures besides the culture of the dead, white 

men that dominate curriculum.   

 In a progressive classroom, students learn in a student-centered environment.  They are 

engaged through activity-based, hands on learning.  Group work is often incorporated to enhance 

group problem solving and teach students how to work effectively with others.  Because of the 



democratic structure of the class, students are free to explore with creativity.  There is no one 

correct answer which opens students up to hearing new perspectives or innovative ways of 

solving problems.  Knowledge in a progressive classroom will be used to redesign and improve 

the world.  It is not so much about the answer as it is how the students arrived at that answer.  

Granted the classroom may be louder than others and it will take a longer time to teach the 

material, but students will learn the matter at a deep, more involved level.    

 I remember my World Civilizations class freshman year of high school.  We were 

studying about World War I and were given the task of pretending to be a soldier writing a letter 

home to our parents.  We had the option to choose if we were a soldier fighting for the Allies or 

a soldier fighting for the Central Powers.  Because we had been taught about the war from only 

the American and Allied perspective, students were curious about Germany’s perception of the 

war.  All but two students wrote letters from German soldier perspectives.  The teacher 

recognized our interest and taught World War I from a new viewpoint.  Our class discussions 

became more involved as students who did not regularly participate in class added their opinions 

because this new perspective of the war interested them.   

 During my first week observing at Atherton, the students were working on creating books 

about different religions to be donated to several religious centers around Louisville.  As a 

precursor to this activity, the teacher had done an overview of the major world religions teaching 

the foremost beliefs of each religion and the regions where each religion is practiced.  After this 

introduction, each group was assigned one of the religions to research.  Then, the groups had to 

create a book explaining the religion so that a seven-to-eight-year-old child would understand.  



The book had to include pictures as well.  The day the book was due, each group presented its 

religion to the class.  By having the students focus on one religion and really delve into the belief 

system, practices, and traditions of that religion, the students were able to better understand that 

religion.  Teaching other students in the class about the religion also reinforced student 

understanding.  This hands-on learning is a characteristic of progressivism, and the project may 

have taken more class time to complete than giving a lecture, but the students learned the 

material at a deeper level.    

I feel that I can offer inspiration to my students.  Today, there is so much talk about the 

problems of the world from climate change to rampant poverty but it seems as though people are 

putting minimal effort to bring change.  Teens are filled with passion and have innovative ideas, 

yet society says, “What do you know? You’re just a kid.”  I can empower my students to let their 

voice be heard.  I can get them involved within their community through service so that they 

may want to be a part of creating a better world.  Progressivism is all about teaching through 

problem solving.  Adolescents are passionate and believe they can make a difference.  The two 

dovetail together perfectly to create the best learning.  
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Reflection 

Kentucky Teacher Standards: Initial Level 

 The Kentucky Teacher Standards were created to illustrate the minimum level of 

performance teachers must be able to achieve.  These standards show what is expected of 

teachers.   

Standard 1: The Teacher Demonstrates Applied Content Knowledge 

 In my progressive classroom, I will be able to tailor the lessons and content to better fit 

my students so that they will understand the content at a deeper level.  Currently, I am only two-

thirds through with my content area classes so I still have much to learn about my specific 

content.   

Standard 2: The Teacher Designs and Plans Instruction 



 A progressive classroom is not tightly structured.  Because students have the freedom to 

be creative in the learning, class activates can range from a variety of perspectives and be shaped 

to best fit each student’s learning type.  Haptic learners will benefit from the hands-on 

instruction.  Visual learners will benefit from pictures and reenactments of historical events.  

Auditory learners will benefit from class discussions.  I feel that I have the creativity to create 

lesson plans that will reach all learners though various activities.  I need to work on writing 

good, strong objectives for each class. 

Standard 6: The Teacher Demonstrates the Implementation of Technology 

 Technology has become such an integrated part of society.  I believe that learning can be 

enhanced when supported by technology.  After completing Education 116, Computer 

Applications in Education, I feel confident in effectively using technology in my classroom.  

Technology is growing at a rapid rate however, so I will continually need to increase my 

understanding as new technologies come about.    

Standard 7: Reflects and Evaluates Teaching and Learning 

 Bellarmine University Schools of Education’s theme is: teacher as a reflective learner.  

Reflection is critical in teaching.  Through observation in my field experiences, I can reflect 

about the teaching methods I am observing and how I would teach a concept differently.  I still 

have much room to grow in this area since my depth of reflection grows and changes as I enter 

into my own classroom.  I will reflect at the end of each day, sometimes even during class, as 

how the lesson is going, what went well, and what I could change to make it better.   

Standard 8: Collaborates with Colleagues/Parents/Others  

 During my own school experience, I always worked well in a group.  At my job, I must 

work together with my coworkers in order to complete our responsibilities.  As a retreat leader, I 



work with the rest of my team to create a meaningful experience for the adolescents we serve.  I 

feel that I collaborate with others well.  I will grow as a teacher as I expand to work with parents 

as well to improve their child’s educational experience.   

Valli’s Reflection 

Deliberative Reflection 

 I must reflect on my philosophy and adapt it to best fit my students.  Teaching methods 

that work for one class may not necessarily work for another class.  Research shows that students 

learn best when engaged and a progressive classroom incorporates many hands-on activities.  I 

must be flexible in my teaching styles and be willing to stretch.  I also need to be considerate of 

my colleagues so that my possibly loud classroom does not impede on their classes.   

 

Personalistic Reflection 

 My teaching philosophy is mainly based on personal experiences and beliefs.  As I grow, 

new experiences will shape me, possibly changing my teaching philosophy.  Currently, my 

philosophy is built from my personal experiences as a student and my field observations.  I will 

continue to develop and tweak my philosophy as I observe more teachers and complete my 

student teaching.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



A. H. 

Educ 355 

November 23, 2010 

Classroom Management Benchmark 

Every day the world encounters a new problem that requires innovative and creative 

solutions. Fifty years ago American schools were segregated based on race.  Five years ago 

texting and driving was not an issue.  New problems arise and new solutions are needed.  

Progressive education is all about solving current problems in society and looks to make the 

world a better place.   

John Dewey introduced the educational world to progressivism in the 1920s.  Dewey saw 

the educational system as teaching students what to think as opposed to teaching students how to 

think (Ryan & Cooper, 2010).  In his treatise Democracy and Education published in 1916, 

Dewey expressed his beliefs of how education should prepare students to be good citizens and 

promote participation in society over preparation for future careers.  Thus, education in Dewey’s 

eyes was, “a process of enhancing living, rather than preparation for life” (Hansen, 2006) and a 

problem-solving approach to education was born.   

A progressive classroom is democratic in nature and students are empowered to take 

control of their education.  The role of the teacher has changed from a content expert to a 

facilitator who guides her students through their educational journey.  The progressive teacher’s 

main goal is to let her students discover answers for themselves. When planning instruction, 

student interest is taken into account.  Education is tailored to student interests because the 

teacher shapes problems around those interests.  Students are unique individuals so why should 

education not be equally diverse?  Students will benefit from learning about other student’s 



experiences and interests.  It gives students a chance to broaden their horizons and learn about 

other cultures besides the culture of the dead, white men that dominate curriculum.   

 In a progressive classroom, students learn in a student-centered environment.  They are 

engaged through activity-based, hands on learning.  Group work is often incorporated to enhance 

group problem solving and teach students how to work effectively with others.  Because of the 

democratic structure of the class, students are free to explore with creativity.  There is no one 

correct answer which opens students up to hearing new perspectives or innovative ways of 

solving problems.  Knowledge in a progressive classroom will be used to redesign and improve 

the world.  It is not so much about the answer as it is how the students arrived at that answer.  

Granted the classroom may be louder than others and it will take a longer time to teach the 

material, but students will learn the matter at a deep, more involved level.   

 In order to establish discipline and manage my classroom effectively, I will incorporate 

the work of Alfie Kohn and Barbara Coloroso.  Alfie Kohn believes that school should be about 

creating good people, not simply good learners (Hardin, 2008).  This idea goes along with John 

Dewey’s notion that school should be about educating the student as a whole and not solely 

focusing on training students for jobs.  Kohn advocates building a strong community within the 

classroom.  There is a difference between a group of students in class and a community of 

students.  In a community, everyone is valued and students are more likely to stay in school. This 

community that the teacher and students work together to build is a safe community where 

students are encouraged to try new ideas, even if they fail.  I feel that failure should be part of the 

classroom experience because it is better for a student to fail something in school where he will 

have another chance to succeed than when the student has graduated and is in the work force.  

What happens if a person fails then?   



In this system, the teacher is not a punisher but a problem solver.  When a disruption 

occurs, the teacher looks to herself to see what she has contributed to the problem.  The teacher 

and student then work together to resolve the problem.  Students are taught how to see different 

perspectives which promotes understanding and compassion.  Class meetings are held to discuss 

big issues, which ties into the democratic environment in a progressive classroom.   

 The community Kohn urges teachers to create in their classrooms dovetails perfectly with 

the judicious discipline model.  Judicious discipline focuses on justice, equality, and freedom.  

Equality is an equal opportunity for every student to succeed, not necessarily treating everyone 

the same.  It teaches students how to balance their expression of rights without infringing upon 

the rights of another.  Progressivism is all about problem solving.  When a problem arises, the 

judicious model encourages students and the teacher to ask questions.  Once again trying to see 

the perspective of another is promoted.  Class meetings are another key feature of judicious 

discipline.  When determining consequences, the teacher must take into account the nature of the 

problem and the individual differences of the student. 

 Every student needs to be treated with respect and dignity.  The discipline with dignity 

system allows for consequences to be tailored to fit individual needs, much like in the judicious 

discipline model.  In the discipline with dignity model, a social contract is created for the 

classroom.  This helps to build the community Alfie Kohn supports.  The teacher and students 

create classroom principles such as everyone deserves respect, to serve as the value system of the 

class.  Students then create classroom rules that reinforce the class principles.  Allowing students 

to have a say in the class rules empowers students.  Teachers share power with students.  After 

75% of the class agrees on the rules, the students create a list of consequences for breaking the 

rules.  The consequences are built into a sliding scale which allows the consequences to be 



individualized to fit students’ needs.  Teachers differentiate instruction for students so why not 

differentiate consequences too?     

 Along with Kohn, judicious discipline, and discipline with dignity, I will also incorporate 

the philosophy of Barbara Coloroso and inner discipline into my future classroom.  Barbara 

Coloroso agrees with John Dewey and the progressive model that students should learn how to 

think, not what to think (Hardin, 2008).  Students should be guided to make their own decisions 

and to take responsibility for their actions. Consequences should be designed to teach rather than 

punish.  She makes a distinction between punishment and discipline.  According to Coloroso, 

punishment induces students to respond through fear, fighting back, or fleeing (Hardin, 2008).  

Rather than punishing students, teachers must discipline and have the students understand what 

they have done wrong and take ownership of the situation.  Inner discipline and Coloroso are big 

advocates of teaching students to take responsibility for their actions.  She incorporates a 

problem solving process in which students should work through to resolve their problems.  This 

problem solving process directly relates to progressive education because it encourages finding 

creative ways to manage dilemmas and make the world a better place.   

Progressivism is about educating the whole student; it is not restricted to simply teaching 

one content area.  Therefore, character education is an integral part that needs to be taught in 

every classroom.  Through teaching moral behavior, students will learn the difference between 

right and wrong and will be able to contribute in changing the future for the better.    
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Classroom Design 

This is my ideal classroom design for a freshman world geography class.  My classroom 

can accommodate 32 students.  The desks are arranged in three sections.  The two outside 

sections are slightly angled to face the central board.  There are four rows with three desks in 

each row.  The central section is compromised of four pairs of desks.  This arrangement allows 

for easy transitions between class activities.  Students can efficiently move from a class 

discussion into group work.  There are many possibilities for group arrangements.  This design 

allows me to quickly divide the students into two teams for class debates.  This open 

arrangement also allows me to quickly reach every student in the room. 

 On the front wall, next to the door will be safety instructions for students to follow during 

tornado, fire, and earthquake drills.  Posted on the wall will also be the normal schedule of a 

school day along with schedules for early dismissal days and delayed opening days.   

 Across the front wall are three boards, a white board, a smart board, and another white 

board.  Over the two white boards will be pull-down world maps.  I will be able to pull down 

these maps during a class lecture to show the location of a particular country without interfering 

with class notes projected onto the smart board.  The projector from the smart board will also 

allow me to show video clips and other educational material other than power points.  A podium 

is located in the front of the room for me to keep my notes during class. 

Posters of important historical figures will line the side wall with the three book shelves.  

On these posters will be a culturally diverse blend of famous men and women in history.  I want 

to create an inclusive and welcoming environment in my classroom and these posters will help 

me achieve that goal.   



 Along the right side wall are three bookshelves.  On these shelves will be any supplies 

that students may need such as a pencil sharpener, extra loose leaf paper, scissors, tape, glue, and 

markers.  Any class novels that I teach will be stored on these shelves as well as extra textbooks.  

Students are expected to bring their textbooks with them to each class but in the event a student 

forgets her textbook, she may borrow one from the shelf.  Educational magazines, such as 

National Geographic, will be stored on these shelves for students who finish classwork early.  

Dictionaries and other reference books will also be kept on these shelves.  Paper for the printer 

will be kept here as well.  

  Along the back wall of the classroom are six computers for students to use for in-class 

projects.  A printer and recycling bin are also near the computers.  

My desk and work area is located in the back corner of the classroom.  Here I will have a 

filing cabinet to keep student records and other information I keep on my students.  I will have a 

bookshelf for my materials and storage.  On my desk I will have a computer and telephone to 

reach the front office. 

 Next to my desk will be a table where students are to turn in their work.  There will be a 

tray for each class period.  Students will turn in homework and class work by placing it in the 

corresponding tray for their period.  Also on this table will be a homework box where students 

will pick up any work they missed if they were absent.  There will be a folder for each period in 

the homework box.  Each folder contains a sign out sheet and make-up work.  Students will sign 

the sign out sheet when they collect their work so that I know they received their handouts.  A 

trashcan is also located here. Displays of student work and class rules will be hung on the side 

wall from my desk to the classroom door.  Students will help create the class rules that are posted 

on this wall. 



 This classroom arrangement may seem scarce and minimalistic to some teachers, but I do 

not want a cluttered classroom or a classroom that is full of distractions.  A classroom should 

encourage learning, not impede it.  An overcrowded classroom will only distract students from 

their work and class discussions. 



 

Positive Classroom Environment 

 School should be a safe, caring, and nurturing environment for students.  Every student 

should feel welcomed and accepted at her school.  Students perform better in a positive school 

environment.  I will create a positive classroom environment that engenders learning and 

creativity through participation, group work, feedback, and appropriate behavior. 

 

All Students Participate 

 My teaching style will be mainly group discussions.  I will encourage my students to 

actively participate in discussions.  Part of their final grade (10%) will reflect their class 

participation.  I know that not every student likes speaking in front of the whole class so 

participation does not have to be solely verbal, as long as the student is actively listening 

to the discussions and taking notes. 

 To encourage class discussions, students will pick out something that interested them 

from their reading to share with the class.  This ties back to progressivism and shaping 

the content around student interests.  If students are interested in the topic, they will 

participate more. 

 During individual work, students are to stay on task.  Any assignment not completed in 

class will be assigned for homework, giving the students incentive to stay on task during 

class. 

 If individual work is finished early, students are welcome to grab one of the educational 

magazines from the bookshelf to read or I will provide enrichment activities.   



 Students may choose their seat in class but I reserve the right to assign seats.  Students 

with vision and/or hearing impairments will be seated at the front of the room.  Students 

with behavior problems will also be located near the front of the room so I can quickly 

stop any disruptions.  This would be more difficult to achieve if students with behavior 

problems are at the back of the classroom. 

 The last two or three minutes of each class is reserved for students to ask questions about 

that day’s lesson.  If no clarifications are needed, students will have this time to socialize.  

This time allows students to get to know one another which will foster the growth of a 

strong community within my classroom.  I will also get to know my students better 

during this time.  By building a strong community, students are more likely to participate 

in class discussions since they will be discussing topics among friends.  

Cooperative Group Work 

 Group work will be incorporated frequently in my classroom.  I want my students to learn 

from each other, especially from those who are different from them.  By learning from 

their diversity, students will broaden their horizons.  I do not want my students simply 

learning from me.  I want them to discover knowledge.   

 Group work will help create a strong class community. 

 Group activities will vary in size from two to six students per group so that the same 

groups will not be used all the time. 

 For in-class group work, I will assign groups.  By assigning groups, I will be able to pair 

up certain students or keep certain students from grouping together that I know cannot 

work together or stay on task.  I will also be able to vary group members so the same 



people are not always grouped together.  No student will be left out or chosen last for a 

group when I assign groups. 

 For out-of-class group work, such as projects, I will allow the students to choose their 

groups.  Students are involved in many extracurricular activities that can be challenging 

to schedule around. 

Providing Feedback 

 During discussions, I will verbally address student comments such as “Excellent point” 

or “That’s an interesting view.  Walk me through how you got there.” 

 On written assignments I will state student strengths and weaknesses so students will 

know what they are doing right and what areas they need to work on.  I will give specific 

comments, such as “Great transition sentence! Your paper flows very well” rather than a 

vague comment such as “Good job.” 

 I will provide feedback as soon as I can.  Feedback is more effective the closer it is given 

on a certain assignment because students still have that assignment on their mind.  

Feedback given on a paper that was turned in two days ago will benefit students more 

than feedback that is given on a paper turned in two weeks ago.  The paper turned in two 

days ago is still fresh in the students’ minds, so the feedback is more effective. 

Encouraging Appropriate Behavior 

 I will greet students at the door and make an effort to be invested in their lives.  It will be 

difficult to get to know every student well since I will have at least 100 students if not 

more, but I would like to be able to ask about their weekend, if their team won the game. 

 I will address both negative and positive behavior I see displayed in my room.  Too often 

only negative behavior is recognized. 



 I will look to the behavior models of Barbara Coloroso and Fred Jones to efficiently 

manage my classroom.  I will use specific praise to encourage appropriate behavior and 

use disciple as a way for students to learn from their mistakes rather than punishment. 

 I will have an open mind and be nonjudgmental so students feel safe approaching me 

with their problems. 



 

Rules and Routines 

 Rules are necessary so students know what is expected of them and the appropriate 

behavior for my classroom. I want my students to be a part of creating classroom rules.  On the 

first day of school, I will give some general rules and let the students create specific rules for our 

class.  I will give my opinion on the rules if I feel as though as certain aspect of a rule is not 

included.  After approval from the class, we will have our final set of classroom rules.  We will 

discuss what the rules mean so every student understands what is expected of them.  Routines are 

in place to help things run smoothly so that instructional time is not wasted when transitioning 

between activities and classes.  

 

Rules 

 Be respectful.  Respect in my classroom means students show consideration for their 

fellow peers.  Listen when others are talking.  Do not talk when someone else is talking.  

Complete work quietly so you do not distract others. Vulgar and offensive language will 

not be tolerated.  Appreciate differences and have an open mind.   

 Come to class prepared.  Bring all materials to class: textbook, notebook, pencils, etc.  

Have all homework completed and be ready to discuss it.    

Routines 

 Beginning of class.  Students will come into the room, find their seat, and have materials 

ready before the bell rings.  On the board will be a daily prompt or bell ringer that the 

students answer in their notebooks while I take attendance.  We will then discuss the bell 

ringer.   Next, I will ask the students if they have any questions about the previous day’s 



lesson or their homework.  After questions are addressed, my lesson for the day will 

begin. 

 Group work.  For in-class assignments, I will pair or group the students.  I will pass out 

all handouts and give directions before I let the students know who they are working 

with.  After I group the students, they will move quietly into groups.  Students may work 

anywhere in the classroom.  They can rearrange desks or sit on the floor.  At the end of 

group work, I will give a one minute warning.  During this time, students will put back 

any desks that were moved and return to their seats before the minute is up.   

 Going to the library.  I will give directions about what will we do in the library and 

handout any worksheets the students will complete.  Students will gather all required 

materials and quietly walk to the library.  Once in the library, I will remind the students 

of their task and let them begin work.  I will give a one minute warning before we leave 

the library so students can save any work they are doing on the computers or put away 

any books they were using.  We will walk quietly back to the classroom. 

 Lunch.  Students are expected to continue working until it is time to leave for lunch.  

They are not to start putting away materials or lining up at the door before it is time to 

leave.  I will let the students know when they may leave for lunch.  If students do pack up 

early, I will hold them an extra 30 seconds before they may go to lunch so they will learn 

to work until it is time to leave and not waste instructional time.  When students return 

from lunch, they are to return to their work.   

 End of class.  The last two or three minutes of class will be reserved for putting away 

materials and cleaning up the classroom from the lesson’s activities.  I will ask the 

students if they have any questions from today’s lesson or need any clarifications.  Once 



all these issues are addressed, students may have the remaining time to socialize.  

Adolescents are social beings and since they respected my time and worked hard on 

completing their assignments, I will respect their social needs.  If I felt as though students 

did not respect my time that day and were off task, they would not earn this small social 

time.   

 Absent.  Students will be responsible for making up any work they missed while they 

were absent.  I will have a place for make-up work on the table by my desk.  Each period 

will have a folder.  In the folder will be a sign-out sheet and the make-up work.  Students 

are to sign the sign-out sheet when they pick up their work.   

 Tardy.  If a student comes to class late, he will enter the room quietly.  If he has a note 

from the office or another teacher, he will give it to me before going to his seat.  I will 

continue teaching so my lesson is not interrupted.  If the student does not have a note, he 

will still go to his seat so as to not interrupt the lesson.  When the class transitions to its 

next activity, such as group work, I will talk to the tardy student. 



 

Demography 

 The specific populations and demographics at each school will influence my teaching 

style and my relationship with my students.  For this section, I am using Seneca High School as 

my example school as I discuss how school characteristics will affect how I interact with 

students to enable all their needs. 

 Seneca has a high population of students eligible for free or reduced lunch.  52% of the 

students qualify for free or reduced lunch (Public School Review [PSR], 2010).  This statistic 

reveals that many students come from a low socioeconomic status.  Their parents may be 

working two or three jobs in order to provide for their family.  Parents may not be able to attend 

parent/teacher conferences due to their work hours.  I will provide my students with my cell 

phone number so that parents may be able to reach me after the school day has ended.  I want to 

have a relationship with my students’ parents and only being available to parents from 7-4 each 

day will not be an option for some parents.  By providing my cell number, parents will be able to 

reach me whenever is convenient for them. 

 Students coming from a low socioeconomic background may also have limited access to 

technology.  Their only chance to use a computer may be at school.  I will make sure to give 

students class time if computers are needed for an assignment.  I will also allow class time for 

students to work on homework.  This will also benefit my special education students who may 

need extra help completing their assignments.  I will also differentiate my lessons for the 

intellectual abilities of each student: gifted and talented, on-target, and special education.  

 Seneca has a very diverse student population.  Students are a mix of Native American, 

Asian, Hispanic, black, white, and unknown ethnicities, the majority being white (PSR, 2010).  

My students are culturally diverse and I want to teach a culturally diverse curriculum.  Too often, 



the curriculum is dominated by dead, white men.  I want to incorporate historical figures from 

many cultures, including Europe, Africa, India, the Middle East, China, Japan and South 

America.  Some students from various cultures may feel as though they are standing on the 

sidelines if we only discuss King Henry VIII, George Washington, Napoleon, and other white 

historical figures.  We all take part in creating history so we all should feel as though we are part 

of history when learning about it.  History should not be limited to European and American 

history. 

 Seneca scored 57.8% in reading proficiency and 39.5% in math proficiency (Kentucky 

Department of Education [KDE], 2010).  While I may not be able to incorporate too many math 

skills in a history class, I will be able to include reading.  Reading is crucial to a history class.  

The first couple weeks of school, I can devote class time to teaching reading strategies.  We will 

discuss the content and vocabulary in each reading assignment to make sure students are 

comprehending what they are reading.  I can teach students how to write sound essays with an 

introduction, strong thesis statement, supporting facts, and a conclusion.    

 The graduation rate for Jefferson County Public Schools fluctuates around 73% (KDE, 

2010).  Specifically at Seneca, there is a high dropout rate between freshman and sophomore 

year.  For the 2010-2011 school year, 571 freshmen are enrolled, 435 sophomores, 359 juniors, 

and 337 seniors (PSR, 2010).  These statistics inform me that it is crucial that I have a strong 

personal relationship with each student, especially freshman students.  By the end of their first 

year, 136 freshman, or 23.8% of the freshman class will drop out.  If I can establish a strong 

relationship with my freshman students, I may be able to persuade them to stay in school and 

show them the value of earning their high school diploma. 



 Seneca offers many unique courses tailored to student interests, such as classes in 

Astronomy, Forensics, Marine Biology, and Film Studies (JCPS, 2010).  These classes may 

entice some students to stay in school.  Progressivism is all about shaping the lessons around 

students’ interests.  If I can tailor my curriculum around my students’ interests, more students 

will become engaged in their learning and want to come to school.  History is challenging to 

teach because there is so much content to cover, but if we can review material students have 

already been exposed to, more time can be devoted to aspects of history that are typically not 

covered that students may be interested in.  We could discuss the history of African kingdoms or 

study the evolution of medicine from the 1600s through the 20
th

 century, anything that piques 

students’ interests and fits with the content.  If students are interested in the subject, they are 

more willing to learn about the subject and study it on deeper levels. 



 

Reflection 

 Reflection is an integral part to every profession.  In order to know where to go next, we 

must see where we’ve been.  I cannot be an effective teacher without reflecting over the day’s 

events in my classroom to determine if my students have grasped a concept and are ready to 

move on or if I need to reteach that day’s lesson.  The Kentucky Teaching Standards and Linda 

Valli’s reflection stages will guide me through my daily reflections as a teacher.   

Standard 1: The teacher demonstrates applied content knowledge 

 By now, I have completed most of my content classes in History.  I feel comfortable 

discussing any topic from the beginning of the Age of Reason with Galileo through the present 

day.  I still have more to learn about ancient civilizations and the Middle Ages and of course I 

can always brush up on my recent history facts.  Overall, I feel as though am ready to teach any 

aspect of my content area.  

Standard 3: The teacher creates and maintains learning climate 

 As evident throughout my paper, my goal is to create a strong community in my 

classroom.  I feel as though I will be able to create a positive atmosphere through building 

relationships with my students and empowering them to take control of their education by giving 

them a voice in my classroom.  My only area of concern is being able to develop a strong 

relationship with each student since I will have over 100 students each semester or trimester. 

Standard 4: The teacher implements and manages instruction 

 I have many strategies for classroom management, such as teaching inner discipline and 

responsibility through Barbara Coloroso’s classroom management model.  There is a gap 

between the ideal form of each strategy and how it works in real life.  My classroom 

management will only become stronger through experience.   



Standard 7: Reflects on and evaluates teaching and learning 

 Each semester, I have created a lesson plan as either part of a course or something to be 

taught in my field placement.  Every time I go to create a new lesson plan, I look to the other 

lesson plans I have previously created, noting the strengths and struggles.  I have seen my lesson 

plans develop as I have moved through the School of Education.  Once I am a practicing teacher, 

I will have the opportunity to see the effectiveness of my lesson plans on a greater scale.  I will 

mark notes after each lesson stressing the strengths and areas for growth of the lesson so I can 

improve the lesson the next time I teach it.   

Valli’s Reflection: In and On Action 

 In and on action is when I reflect about my actions in the classroom and the unique 

circumstances of each class.  I will assess my students during class and may have to change the 

course of the lesson depending on their feedback.  After the lesson I will reflect upon what 

worked, what could have gone better, how could the lesson be improved and the changes I will 

make for the next time I teach that lesson or perhaps any lesson.  Each class will be a unique set 

of students.  What works for one class may not be applicable to another class.  I must keep this in 

mind as I prepare for each class and be sure to plan my lessons according to the specific needs of 

each class. 

Valli’s Reflection: Critical Reflection 

 Critical reflection addresses social justice.  For this reflection, I will consider the quality 

of education my students receive and how I can make the content I teach accessible for every 

student, the special education students, the students learning English, culturally diverse students, 

and students who come from a low socioeconomic background.  Are these students struggling in 

a certain area?  How can I help them succeed?   



Valli’s Reflection: Deliberative Reflection 

 Deliberative reflection is turning to the experts and seeing what the research says.  I will 

use deliberative reflection to manage my classroom as I look to Alfie Kohn and Barbara 

Coloroso to help establish a strong classroom community and responsibility within my students.  

I will use the research of John Dewey to establish my progressive philosophy in the classroom as 

I incorporate group work so that my students may learn from one another and learn to work 

collaboratively as members in society. 
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