
Exhibit 1.3.l.4 Narrative Description of Program Change to Secondary Education Major 

A number of factors converged in Spring, 2010 to warrant the consideration of a secondary 
education major.  In years prior to 2011, candidates seeking secondary certification were 
considered “majors” in a specific content area, with secondary education as a “specialization 
area.”  Factors leading up to conversations about this significant program change included: 

 Feedback from candidates, adjunct faculty who were practitioners teaching methods 
courses, and P-12 teachers in biology that candidates seeking certification in biology 
were not prepared in the areas of anatomy and physiology; 

 Addition of a foreign language requirement in content majors that would add six hours 
of coursework, thus putting a heavy burden on program completion (for secondary 
education) in four years; and 

 Low enrollment in secondary certification programs, fueled by mis-advisement by 
content area advisors with regard to education requirements, and a lack of “belonging 
to the School of Education articulated by secondary education candidates (ie., they 
didn’t really “belong” to the content major and they didn’t really “belong” to the School 
of Education).  

 
Conversation initially began with the biology faculty in Arts and Sciences about adding courses 
in anatomy and physiology, only to discover that the biology/secondary education candidates 
were not fulfilling a “true” biology major, yet were graduating with a major in biology. This was 
the case in chemistry, mathematics, social studies, and English. Thus, candidates who 
completed the biology/secondary education program who decided to apply to medical school 
actually did not have a biology major. The goal became preserving the integrity of content 
majors while affirming the integrity of a “secondary education major.” Changing to a secondary 
education major would enable education advisors to begin meeting with freshmen in their first 
year of college as well as provide an identity with the School of Education – already held by 
elementary and middle school education majors.   
 
Arts and Sciences Department Chairs and the Dean of the College of Arts and Sciences 
convened in May, 2010 to discuss the advantages and disadvantages of moving to a secondary 
education major. A proposal was brought before Undergraduate Educational Affairs in Spring, 
2011, and the secondary education major was approved to begin in Fall, 2011. Subsequent 
meetings were held with each A & S department to determine changes in curriculum and 
advising processes (see biology agenda below).  Candidates beginning Fall 2012 will follow the 
new program design and curriculum contracts in each content area (biology, chemistry, 
mathematics, English, and social studies) for a secondary education major. 
 

Biology Department Meeting – April 8, 2011 
Update on Secondary Education Major & Re-evaluation of  

Biology Curriculum 



1. New major in Secondary Education 

A. Implications for NCATE accreditation (Fall 2012) 

B. Revision of curriculum and contract 

C. Should we encourage the BA in Biology or the BS if students 

want to pursue the full major?  (We will put notes on the 

curriculum contract regarding the full major option.) 

2. Praxis II testing information – “Tests at a Glance” 

3. Course syllabus requirements 

A. Kentucky has adopted the “Common Core Standards” for all 

content areas for P-12 education, however only math and 

English currently are complete (science should be complete by 

2012).  They will be called the “Kentucky Core Academic 

Standards” and will have an increased emphasis on learning for 

understanding 

B. Emphasis on 21st century skills (P-20) including communication, 

collaboration, creativity,  and critical thinking 

C. National Science Teachers Association – “Standards for Science 

Teacher Preparation”   

D. Need a “representative sample” of biology course syllabi 

(electronically) from the curriculum contract for both middle 

school science and high school biology – What should we 

choose?  (can be syllabi that cross both programs; should be at 

least 5 syllabi) [Biol 130, Biol 115, Biol 108, Biol 317, Biol 408, 

Biol 220 or Biol 231]  (prefer Word Documents, if possible) 

Thank you for your input, feedback, and collaboration! 

 


