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Educ 200-Guide to Field Observations 

 

You should address the following in your journals.  You should add other 

observations as well, and connect your reflections to course content and discussion. 

 

Journal Entries – Set 1: 

 

_____ Describe the students and environment(s) they are in: ages, grades, disability  

           categories (if appropriate), amount of time spent in classroom, physical classroom  

           environment, number and type of teachers in classroom, and general aspects of the 

           classroom environment (especially the climate of the school and classroom).  

           What is it about this classroom that is welcoming and inviting? 

 

_____ Ask your cooperating teacher what he/she perceives to be the major challenges in 

           teaching?  What interferes with really reaching and addressing the needs of the  

           students?  Include your comments/reactions to what your teacher addresses. 

 

_____ Ask your cooperating teacher what professional activities he/she is involved in –  

           such as JCTA, professional organizations, school or district committees.  What  

           types of professional development does your teacher engage in? 

 

_____ What dispositions do you see your teacher (and other teachers in the school)  

           exhibiting?  How do they match (or don’t match) the types of dispositions we  

           have discussed?  

 

Journal Entries – Set 2: 

 

_____ Can you identify the philosophy(ies) that your teacher uses in the classroom? Ask 

           your teacher, “How would you characterize your teaching/educational phil- 

           osophy?”  What is the role of the teacher in your classroom?  Role of students? 

 

_____ How does your teacher deal with student diversity (gender, racial, economic,  

           cultural, learning styles, disabilities, etc.).  What challenges do you see in working  

           with a diverse population of students? 

 

_____ What are some of the problems or challenges your students have?  What “issues” 

           do they bring to school with them?  What resources does the teacher/school have 

           to help students and their families with these challenges? 

 

Journal Entries – Set 3: 

 



_____ What is being taught in your classroom?  What kinds of academic tasks are  

           students asked to complete?  How does your teacher know what curriculum to  

           use?  Is there much “teaching to the test?”  Describe the academic tasks you are 

           observing and participating in, critically reflecting on them and their effectiveness  

           for student learning. 

 

_____ Ask your teacher about the way your school is governed.  Is there an active Site- 

           Based School Council?  Who is on that council and what types of decisions do 

           they make? What is the role of the principal?  Assistant principal(s)?  Counselors? 

 

_____ What types of ethical dilemmas have you observed?  What types of ethical  

           decisions has your teacher made?  Do you agree/disagree with those decisions?   

           How does the school handle legal and/or ethical issues, such as violations of the  

           student code of conduct or instances of cheating?  Ask your teacher about the most  

           frequent ethical dilemmas that occur, commenting on them and their resolution 

 

 

 

FIELD JOURNAL FORMAT AND TIPS 

 

A field journal is written in narrative form, with paragraphs describing and evaluating 

what you are observing and/or how you are working with the children or adolescents in 

the classroom and school. 

 

At the top of each field journal entry, you should put:  Your name, the dates of 

your visit(s) to the school, and the section from the checklist (Set 1, Set 2) you are 

addressing in your journal. You may also write about other aspects of the classroom 

you observe. Your journal should be approximately 3-4 word processed (size 12 font), 

double-spaced pages, and may represent 3-6 hours of actual observation.  

 

Please Note: 

 

1)   Reflective writing is more than just recording what you are observing. It is  

      evaluative and involves critical thinking.  You should put yourself into the 

      classroom setting – both as the teacher and the student. How would you feel 

      being a student in this classroom?  How would you conduct yourself as the 

      teacher? Make sure that you use “feeling” oriented words, such as “I was amazed 

      to see how well the children responded to that activity,” or “I was disappointed at  

      the teacher’s very negative response to the student’s question.” 

 

2)   When you mention students, please protect their right to confidentiality; use their  

      initials rather than their names. 

 

3)   You will be incorporating Valli’s (see attached page) types of reflection into your  

      journal entries – most specifically deliberative, personalistic, and critical  

      reflection. Consider what you are reading from the text(s) and other course readings,  



      class discussion, and your own experiences as a framework for your journal writing   

      and comments. 

 

4)   You should comment on the “set items”, but also “editorialize” on them.  For  

      example, could the teacher be relating to all of the students better?  How so?  Is the  

      teacher taking into consideration the developmental characteristics of the students –  

      both typical and atypical? How is the teacher addressing challenges, both academic  

      and behavioral? Would you want to be a student in this classroom? Why or why not? 

 

5)   What would you do differently?  Give examples of how you might teach or 

       address children’s concerns differently, especially in dealing with those with    

       learning challenges and/or disabilities. 

 

6)   How does what you are observing connect with theories, concepts, and issues we are 

       discussing in class as well as those from your text and other readings? Be sure to in- 

       clude these connections in your field journals. For example, do the classrooms you  

       are observing function like the descriptions you read about in your text?  Do the  

       teachers display the kinds of professional dispositions discussed in class? 

 

 

SAMPLE JOURNAL ENTRY:                                                Becky Barker 

                                                                                                   9/24, 10/1 

                                                                                                   Set 2 

 

 Ms. Reynolds has classroom rules posted on two walls in her room. Each morning 

she notes which rules will be especially appropriate for the next activity or period. For  

example, if the students are working in groups on a project where they will have to be out 

of their seats, she will remind them that for this activity they can move around, but must  

do so quietly. She has five basic rules, all phrased positively, such as: “We listen  

attentively while others talk.”  Especially during group work, Ms. Reynolds permits a low 

level of talking, and will flip the lights on and off if students become too loud.  She 

encourages lots of group problem-solving, often assigning projects as ways to discover 

content through researching the project. Ms. Reynolds seems to use mostly a Progressive 

philosophy, allowing the students to have input into classroom rules and decisions. I 

agree that a few, positively phrased rules are the best way to engage students in behaving 

appropriately. I like the way she reviews the rules for the day, and sense that this format 

helps the students better manage their behavior, which fits into Progressivism’s idea of 

learning self-control. She constantly asks probing questions that really challenge 

students’ thinking, also a characteristic of Progressivism.  I want to use this same format 

in my future classroom because I believe it encourages critical thinking. 

 

NOTE:  YOUR JOURNAL ENTRIES SHOULD BE DOUBLE-SPACED!!! 


