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Major(s): Economics





Years/Term Abroad: Spring 2008





Name of program and why you chose it: 


Kansai Gaidai Asian Studies Program – I chose it because I had been studying Japanese beforehand and really wanted to travel Asia.
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Describe the Housing Situation: The dorms are situated in a nice, quiet neighborhood. I lived in Seminar House 1, the smallest, and loved it – we were like a family. ♥








Best Memory: Camping all night at Lake Biwa and watching the sunrise





Greatest Challenge: Focusing on my non-language classes! There was always so much to do, I could hardly sit still.





Experiences with Culture Shock or Reverse Culture Shock: I thought I would miss driving from being abroad, but since I’ve been spoiled by widespread public transportation, I almost can’t stand that I have to take my car everywhere now.
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What you know now that you didn’t know before going abroad: Through my classes and international friends, I became more aware of world events and about other countries in general. Also, that Japanese people really like mayo.








Advice to future study abroad participants: Save up before going abroad! Money is the last thing you want to worry about when you want to experience a totally different country.











 Clare-Mai Nguyen


 Hirakata, Osaka, Japan





How has this experience enriched your Bellarmine educational experience? Going to a foreign country is probably the best (if not only) way to really learn a language.





My experience in Japan was more than I could ever have expected – there was a complete consensus among me and my friends that the semester went by way too fast!





If I could do it over, I would… make more Japanese friends – the ones I had were really great ♥











