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Major(s): Foreign Language and International Studies





Years/Term Abroad: 1 year





Name of program and why you chose it:  Bilateral Exchange with Universidad San Francisco de Quito.  I chose it because it was located in Ecuador, which was a country  and is the top school in the country.





� HYPERLINK "http://www.facebook.com/photo.php?pid=30643135&id=80201188" �� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://photos-188.ll.facebook.com/photos-ll-sf2p/v249/193/99/80201188/n80201188_30643134_6582.jpg" \* MERGEFORMATINET ����





Describe the Housing Situation:  I lived with an Ecuadorian host family in an apartment in Quito.  My host parents were divorced with two boys and a girl.  My host sister, Caro, became my best friend.








Best Memory: My friend Ethan and I went to Baños, Ecuador during Carnaval.  We joined a foam war in the street, dumped water on pedestrians from our hotel window, and danced salsa and merengue in the street.  The next day we bathed in the natural springs, toured surrounding waterfalls and rode 4-wheelers up to a volcano 8 hours before it erupted.  I’ll always remember that weekend and be thankful I survived!





Greatest Challenge: Not speaking in English!! (





Experiences with Culture Shock or Reverse Culture Shock: 


Reverse Culture Shock was more dramatic for me.  I experience very little culture shock and thought it would be the same for reverse culture shock.  I couldn’t believe how much I had changed and how little had changed back home.  It was also disconcerting to realize that my hometown was now foreign to me and it made me nostalgic for my “home” in Ecuador.
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What do you know now that you didn’t know before going abroad:  People are happier if they can accept the person and not discriminate based on race, religion, nationality, or gender.  Fear of people that are “different” is prevalent in many countries of the world. 





Advice to future study abroad participants:  Live in the moment and bring tissues to the airport when you leave! (











Erin Michele Sally Ott


Quito, Ecuador





How has this experience enriched your Bellarmine educational experience?  I never could have learned so much about another culture, language, or myself,  while studying in the United States.  It allowed me to see the world, the U.S.A., and MYSELF from a different perspective.





Chuya Vida!


(Carpe Diem)





Complete this Sentence: If I could do it over, I would…enjoy doing everything a second time and visit friends in Colombia at Christmas time.











