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Major(s): Fine Arts, Painting





Years/Term Abroad: Spring 2008





Name of program and why you chose it: I chose ISEP because it offered the courses I needed to take in the country where I wanted to study abroad.
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Describe the Housing Situation: I lived in an all girls dormitory with a single room and only a ten minute walk from campus.  It was amazing!








Best Memory: My first trip with friends to Bellinzona, Switzerland. Seeing the snow-capped alps from the top of a castle was unbelievable.





Greatest Challenge: Adjusting to the cultural differences as well as the language barrier.





Experiences with Culture Shock or Reverse Culture Shock: I found reverse culture shock to be worse because I now notice things Americans can do better like walking more and making a conscious effort to recycle.
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What you know now that you didn’t know before going abroad: I know now that every country has problems, but if we can learn from each other what works and what does not, I think we would all be better off.








Advice to future study abroad participants: Don’t wait to jump in. The more adventures you have the more stories you can share.











Maria Tatman


Milan, Italy





How has this experience enriched your Bellarmine educational experience? I was able to learn more about my field of study and ways to develop it into a career.





I was so hesitant about studying abroad. Now I can’t wait to go back.








Complete this Sentence: If I could do it over, I would…have studied abroad for a year.











