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INTERNATIONAL SERVICES

OPT extension to 29 months for STEM students. The 12-month limit on F-1 Optional Practical Training (OPT) will be extended by 17 months, for a total of 29 months, for bachelors, masters, or doctoral degrees in a STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Mathematics) field that is on the DHS STEM Designated Degree Program List. 
(

Completed Form I-765 “Application for Employment Authorization” marked at item 16 with 
the code “(c) (3) (C)” (Instructions for filling out the I-765). NOTE: You may now e-file the 

Form I-765, but will still need to mail the supporting documentation to the address indicated on the e-file. When asked to list the degree in item #17 of the Form I-765, the student should list the major as it appears in SEVIS and on the I-20 (i.e. the name associated with the eligible CIP code), not the name used by the institution.
(

Photocopy of I-94 (both sides)

(
Photocopy of passport ID page

(
2 passport-style photos 

(

Copies of current and all previously issued I-20s

(

Letter from Designated School Official
(
Copy of the diploma that states the program of study
(
Employer must register with E-Verify 
(
Check made payable to the Dept. of Homeland Security in the amount of $380. Fee is subject 

to change. Please confirm fee at www.uscis.gov 

The DSO must recommend the 17-month OPT extension in SEVIS, after verifying the student's eligibility, certifying that the student's degree is on the STEM Designated Degree Program List, and ensuring that the student is aware of his or her responsibilities for maintaining status while on OPT.

The student must make a validation report to the DSO every six months starting from the date the extension begins and ending when the student's F-1 status ends, the student changes educational levels at the same school, the student transfers to another school, or the 17-month OPT extension ends, whichever is first. The validation is a confirmation that the student's name and address, employer name and address, and/or loss of employment is current and accurate. The report is due to the DSO within 10 business days of each reporting date.

Return all of the above items to the DSO who will review your paperwork. File the I-765 with the USCIS Service Center with jurisdiction over the address where you (the student) currently resides, not where the first I-765 for regular OPT was filed.  You are encouraged to file early so that you receive the new EAD before the end of the regular period of post-completion OPT. 
Regular Mail:

USCIS 

PO Box 660867

Dallas, TX  75266

Express mail:
USCIS

Attn: AOS

2501 S. State Hwy. 121 Business

Suite 400

Lewisville, TX  75067

OPT STEM EXTENSION Application Checklist
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